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moved that a returnu be laid on the table of
the House showing,-

1. The amount of money received by the
Government for the hire of rolling Stocke for
goods and passengers.

2. The amount of traffic over the said line
since its control by Government, and the total
earnings of the line for goods traffic, and also
for passenger traffic to the end of June last.

S. The total amount of through and inter-
mediate traffic (passenger and goods) on the
Fremantle-Northam, line, giving separate
Return showing through traffic to Southern
Cross, and also a similar Return as regards the
Bleverley to Northam, via Spencer's Brook line.

MR. MORAN: Sir, in moving the motion
standing in my name, law not particular as
to the form in which the first part of my
motion is expressed ;all I desire is information
as to theawoulats received by the Government
for the use of trucks.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS (Ron.
H. W. Vern) : I will endeavour to get the in -
formation for tho bon. member. I think Mr.
McDowell will be able to give us the informa-
tion. In all such oases aw this, it is desirable
that hon. members should say exactly what
they require, bocause it is impossible for the
Government to know what is in their mind.

Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Rouse adjourned at 10'48 p.m.. until
4380 p.m.. the following day.

rtgisrntibtr'1 ~erndbLy

Thursday, 4th July, 1895.

Presentation of the Address-ifl.RelAlyElctiof Of
Railay, Goods Sheed at Wo'0naerup-COenjletiofl
of Boan-nstnTelephonle ti,,e-Sttionkn
of Railway Engine at BnstnJt~tOfo
B,,sseton Goods at fPunany-Oiantiq/ of Poec
to Cii yrdjc Cons,pnsion, to adniistcr Qades
to witnesses-Public l'ecphonss: Cost of upkeep,
etc-Ti nes of cenivul of Jriains npOn ulpy
Ilusselton Railwany-AExcise Duty upon Ale pat
Stout-Standard Tim.e Bill; is co,,e,,ae....rai.

formns Bill: second vending; in coanittEr
cess Bitt, 18.93-4 : second readiny; in coaiiteer'
Age,,t-Geoenvt Bill; second read jog-Post QffiIcc

Savinys Bank Inerest Bill ; second reading-
Adjournient.

THE SPEAKER took the chair at 4,30 p.m.
PRAYERS.

PRESENTATION OF THE ADDRESS-IN'
REPLY.

At twenty minutes to five o'clock P.m., Mr.
Speaker, alooxepanied. by members, proceeded
to Government House to present the Address-
in-Reply to the Speechl of His Excellency thle
Administrator, and having returned,

Mu. SPEAKER reported that he had, with
members of the House, waited upon His
Excellency the Administrator, andhad present-
ed to him the Address of the Legislative
Assembly in reply to his Opening Speech.
agreed to by the House yesterday; and that
His Excellency had been pleased to reply as,
follows:-

MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,-

I thank you for your Address in reply to my
Opening Speech, and f or the assurance of your
desire to deal with all questions that come be-
fore, you in such a manner as may be most
conducive to the continued prosperity of this
portion of Her Majesty's dominions.

Government House, Perth, 4th July, 1895.

ERECTION OF RAILWVAY GOODS SHED AT
WONNERUP.

MR. COOKWORTRfY, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Railways,
whether it was the intention of the Govern-
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meat to erect; a goods shed at Wonnerup
Station.

T'n COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Veen) replied that it was not the
intention of the Government to erect a Goods
Shed at Wonnerup at present. Every facility
would be given for loading produce at the
siding now there.

COMPLETIGN OF EOYANUP-BIJSSEL'ION
TELEPHONE LINE.

MR. COOKWORTHY, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Railways,
whether it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to complete the telephone line between
Boyanup and flusselton; and, if so, when.

liHE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Veun) replied :Yos ; the poles
are up, and the line wived 11 miles, and the
other 15 miles will be completed in a month.
The delay in completing the line was caused
by the non-arrival of wire from London.

STATIONING OF RAILWAY ENGINE AT
EUSSELTON.

Ma. COOKWORTHY, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Railways,
whether it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to station an engine at Busselton, us
proposed by the General Traffic Manager; and,
it not, why not.

Timi COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAiS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied : No. It "as pro-
posed to station an engine at Easselton, but,
en mature consideration, it was found that
such an arrangement would very injuriously
affect the residents of the Blackwood and
Donnybrook; and, to meet the conveniences
of the whole districig including the Blackwood,
Donnybrook, and Busselton, the existing
time-table was arranged, which does not pro-
vide for an engine being stationed at Bussel-
ton.

DETENTION OF BUSSELTON GOODS
AT SUNBURY.

Ma. COOKWORTHY, in accordance, with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Railways,
whether he was aw are that goods despatched
from Perth and Fremantle to Busselton, en a
Saturdayfor instance, were frequently detained
in Bunbury till the following Wednesday or
Thursday. and that mileage for the extra ten
miles, between Picton Junction and Sunbury
and back, was charged for those goods.

Tam COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Vena) replied: No, I am not
awaere that goods ar Perth to Enaselton by
Saturday's train are detained in Bunhury until
the following Wednesday or Thursday. if
such is the fact, it has not been reported to
either the General Traffic Manager or myself.
Goods, by this train, in small quantities, should
proceed to Busselton on Monday; but, if in
track loads, they r sent on direct the sme
night. No additional mileage is authorised to
be charged for the distanice between Picton
Junction and Sunbury. 'I he correct mileage
is from Perth to Picton Junction, and th3nce
to Busselton.

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISS1ION
AD)MINISTERlING OATHS TO WITNESSES.

MR. GEORGE, in accordance with niotic,,
asked Ia Premise,-
1 1. Whether in view of the recent difficualties,
which had arisen with regard to a witness
called before the Civil Service Commission
now sitting, the Government would arrange to
procure for the Commission the power for
which they had asked, to enable them to

administer the oath in cases where the
Commission might consider it necessary to do
so.

2. If not, why not.
TuE. PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)

replied that the difficulties referred to had
been removed, and thc Commission had been
informed to such effect. The Government
were not prepared to introduce legislation
giving the Commission power to admainister
oaths, as they were of opinion that such a
course wss altogether unnecessary.

PUBLIC TELEPHONES: CAPITAL VALUE
COST OF UPKEEP, &c.

Mn. GEORGE, in accordance with notice
moved that a Return be laid upon the table
showing,-

1. Tho Capital Value of the Public Taeo
phones.

2. The Annual Expenditure-
a. in Wages,
t. in Salaries,
e. in Upkeep and General Expenses.

3. List of persons using the Telephone-
a. Who pay.
6. Who do not pay.

4List of Government Departments using
the telephone, and the annual charge, if any,
for sme.

Boyanup-Busselton Telephone. [4 JuLy. 1895.]
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C. Statement showing the total amount re-
ceived as subscriptions from the public, allow-
ances, if ay, from Government Departments,
and all sources of revenue.

He said the reaison for asking for this return
was that a certain proposition had been offi cial -
ly made recently for increasing the charges to
the general public who use the tephonc
Service. Heu was aware that the proposition
Was sad to have been since abandoned; but,
notwithstanding that, he thought the House
should have this return, o enable hon.
members to judge whether the department
which controlled the public telephones was
carrying on that service in accordance with
the views of hon. members with regard to it.
SC far as his view was concerned, it was that
the public telephones should not be regarded,
by those responsible for their management,
as a meauns of producir g profit to the revenue.
They were established for the convent-
once of the general public, and should
therefore be managed for duly serving
the public convenience, even if there
was a large financial loss in doing so.
It was in order to see how far the responsible
department was carrying out this mission that
he moved for this return. Now that the
Premier had assured the House that the rev-
enneO of the country was increasing far beyond
expectations, it should not be necessary for the
Government to regard the public telephones
as a mnus of earning a profit to the revenue.

Motion put and passed.

ARRIVAL OF TRAINS UPON BUNBURY-
DUSSELTON RAILWAY,

MaL- COOKWOlrKY, in accordance with
notice, moved that a return be laid on the
table of the House, showing the actnsal times
of arrival at Busselton of the evening trains
on Mondays and Saturdays, and of the arrival
at Bunibury of the return trains the same
nights, or following mornings, during the
month Of June inst. He said that though this
might appear to some lion, members a snual
matter, Yet he could assure them it was not a
small matter to those persons who had to use
this railway. Parliament having sanctioned
the construction of a railway to Eussel.
tion, it was his desire th at there should
be a justification for that work, and ho
thoug-h the only way of justifying it was
to afford reasonable facilities to the people
living alonig the route, and to others using tlio
railway. Last April he had some correapt in

deuce with the Prender,and if he (Mir. Cook-
worthy) had only received the same considera-
tion and courtesy from the head of the Vail-
way Department as he did receive, not only
fromn,thv Premier, but from the Tragfic Manager.
it ivou'.d not have been necessary for him to
bring this matter before the Ufonse. Them
Premier instructed an officer of the Traffic
Manager's department to visit the Vasse. He
(Mr. Ccokworthy) met that officer, and a
time table was arranged which he
though; would satisfy the requirements of the
district, and that table was to come into force
on the I1st of May. But on the 28th of May
an order was waude for doing away with that
time-table, and another time-table was intro-
duced. T.Ihat. fresh table was perfectly an-
workable, and at last another table was intro-
duced, If a copy of this last time-table were
now laid before the House, hon. members
would see that the train times for the Vase
were most extraordinary, for the trains had to
run in the middle of the night. The people
using trains between Perth and Fremantle
would not tolerate a time-table which gave
them no-trains in the daylight, but only in the
night time; and the same principle should
apply to the line at the V?.sse. It should be
observed also that this extraordinary alteration
of the time table was made in opposition to
the General Traffic Manager's proposal; and
by whom was the alteration madeP By order
of the Government. And who were the
Government at the time? The Premier
was ill in bed; the Attorney-General probably
had not much to do 'with it; tee Commissioner
of Lands was away in the other colonies; and
who 'were the Government then administering
affairs ? The Government, at any rate, capsized
the time table which ha? been arranged by

Itheir own Traffic Manager, and they did it to
the great inconvenience of the people using
the railway, besides actually driving traffic
away from it. Ile supposed the new time table
was framed with a view to working the railway
on commercial principles; something like
what the Commissioner of Railways bad stated
only the previous day, in replying to the com-
plaint that his policy was driving the good
t raffic. off the railway en to the road between
Perth and Fremantle. That could not be
called a commercial principle, and if it was to
be called a philanthropic principle, he would
say the Vasse people did not want their rail-
way worked on philanthropic principles, hut
worked in accordance with common sense, so

[ASSEMBLY.] Bunbury-Rusmlfon Railway.
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that they might be able to use their railway
in the daylight. No extra expense would be
incurred by doing so. The working of the
line, since the present time-table came into
operation, had been most objectionable;, and
if it had been in the interestof the department
to drive traffic from it, that result could not
have been achieved more effectually. Every
inconvenience had been put in the way of
those passengers from Perth and other places
who wanted to go on to Busselton, for
at Picton Jinction they had been put
down in the night time, to the danger of their
lives and their great inconvenience. He had
known of passengers coming in from the Blackz-
wood who had to go into Danbury and stop
there the night, when their object was to go
directly into Busselton. If, as was said, there
were no passengers from Donnybrook to the
Vasse, how could the department expect to
have passenigers uwhen they had no train ser-
vice convenient for those people P

MR. B. F. SnOnn said there were no people
there to travel.

Ma. COOKWORTHY said the passenger
traffic in that district was very fair, under the
circumstances. He considered it wats the
bounden duty of the department to provide
proper facilities for inducing people to travel
on the railways, and not drive them off or
compel them to use private conveyances.

Tin COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(lion. EH. W. Venn) said he had hoped to be
able to reply to the hon. member's motion by
placilg on the table the return asked for; but
it was not yet to hand, though he hoped to lay
it on the table that afternoon. The hon.
member, in some of his remarks, had been un-
intentionally misleadin1 teHu. It was
a mistake to say that the time
table for the Busselton railway bad been
altered against the express wish of the General
Traffic Manager. That statement could not
be substantiated by any fact whatever.

Ms. CoonwoRny.r His letter shows it.
Tan COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS (Hon. H, W. Venn) said he could
read to the House the General Traffic Man-
ager's letter, if necessary. The hon. member
had misread the letter altogether. The hon.
member's question, with regard to placing an
engine at the 'Busselton end of the line, had
been andwered already in the House. It was
a fact that the first proposal did includea the
stationing of an engine at Ernaselton i but
when he (the Conmmissioner) referred the pro-

posed arrangements to the Blaekood people,
and to the Ron. the Speaker as their principal
representative, the Speaker objected to the
proposed time-table as being most injurious
to the Blackweod people, and such as they
could not tolerate at all. It was then, with
the consent of the Speaker, of the General
Traffic Manager, and of himself (the Cown mis-
sioner), that a time table was arranged which
-would, as they believed, beat suit the whole of
the district served by the railway. So far from
his wishing to drive traffic away from any
part of the railway, his desire, both as Com-
missioner of Raiways and as a member for
an adjoining district, was to make the Vanse
line, or any other line, pay as much as pos-
sible, and to work the ralway with the least
possible expense. The new time-table was
arranged to suit the district as a whole, and
he believed it flew suited the majority of those
people very well indeed. It was a fact that,
in doing so, the trains had to run to the Vasse
rather late at night; but if those trains were
run to the These dining the daylight, that
arrangement would inconvenience aL much
larger number of people who travelled be-
tween Perth and liunbury. Re did not wish
to speak about the amjount of traffic on the
Vasse line, but, if required, ho would, reluct-
antly, make a return showing the aetna. re-
stilts of working that section. 't he desire of
the department was to do the best that was
possible for the interests of the large majority
of people who used this railway, and the same
remark applied to all the railways. It would
have given him much pleasure to station an
engine at the Vasse, as the hon. memiber
desired, if that had been practicable; but
why the Vasse people wanted an engine
to look at, hie could not understand. The pre-
rent time-table was certainly one that ap-
peared to him sufficient for the present traffic.
By referring to the mremorandum which was
sent by the General Traffic Manager to the
Premier--he had seen it on a file of office
papers-the hon. memher would then see that
the Commissioner of Railways was not, as
alleged, acting against the proposals of the
General Traffic Manager. That wemorajdua
was addressed to the Premier-he (the Com-
missioner) believed he was away at Coolgardie
at the time, and the Premier was doing the
Ministerial duties of the Railway Department
-and he would now read from the mnemoran-
dum, remarking also that he had not actually
read through it before [Ewtract not supplied.)

Bunbury-Bussellon, Bailwalf-
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That was the statement of the General Traffic.
Manager, and it did not exactly bear out the
statements made by the hon. member. If the
hon. member would read again the letter
which he received from the General] I raffle
Manager, it would show that the General
Traffic Manager had been requested to re-
arrange the time-table, with the assist-
ance and concurrence of the Hon. the
Speaker. The hon. member was making a
linge mistake if he thought that he
(the Commissioner) had any desire to divert
traffic from the Vaase railway. There was no
desire on his part, nor on that of the Govern-
ment, to show that the Vasse line or any other
line was doing worse or better than was
actually the case; and if there was a tendency
at all on his part, either as Commissioner of
Railways or a mewber for the district served
by this railway, it would be to show that the
line was doing a great deal more than other
persons might suppose. His desire, however,
was to be correct and just; and although he
was not the member for the Vasse district, he
was very much interested in Btnbury, and he
was afraid that the hon. member's grievance
was prompted by a, too clannish feeling which
existed between Bunbury aad the Vasse. For
himself, lie could say he had no desire to so
arrange the district time-table as to push the
traffic into Buabury, or prevent it from going
to the Vasse.

Ma. COOKWORIIY said the Commissioner
of Railways had accused him of trying to tuis
lead the H4ouse, but he rather thought it was
the Commissioner who had been mis-
leading the House. He (Mr. Cookworthy)
disputed the argument that the time-table, as
first arranged, would cause the running of a
large amount more of trias mileage per week.
The service at first arranged by the General
Traffic. Manager, the officer who visited the
Vasse, and himself, was for exactly the same
number of trains per week, and the only differ-
ence was the time of running in the daylight.
Why that should affect Donnybrook he
could not understand. It was an in-
justice to his constituents, the Vas.se
people, that the trains between 11
a.m. and 9 p.m. should cease running on the
Vasse section, so that the night hours were
the only time when people in that district
could use the railway. Persons going to
Busselten had to start early in the morning in
order to do their business in tBusselton, and
they bad also to step there till the night train

took them back, so that they arrived home at
10 or It at night. He hoped and trusted the
time-table would be altered. He denied that
he had misread the meaning of the General
Traffic Manager's letter to himself, for the
leotter said " The arrangement made between
you and me has been altered by order of the
Government, and I much regret it."

Motion put and passed.
EXCISE DUTY UPON ALE AND STOUT.

Ma. HARPiER, in accordance with notice,
moved "1That the best interests of this country
would be served, if the Government were to
introduce the following alterations into the
Tariff Bill, now before the H~ouse, namely, (1)
Place galvanised iron (plain and corrugated)
and explosives of all kinds, upon the free list.
(2) Impose an excise duty upon ale and steut
made in the colony." I ask leave to amend
this notice of moetion. The amendment I
wish to substitute is in the second part of my
motion. It is to strike ont the word " im-
pose," and substitute the words "anud also to
introduce a measure for imposing." The
second part will then read as follows: " And
also to introduce a measure for imposing an
excise duty upon ale and stout made in the
colony." I do not think I need say much
about the articles in the first part of may
motion. Galvanised iron is one of those
things used in every phase of life in the
colony, and it is certainly anomalous that all

I other metal introduced in its raw or crude
state will, in the new Bill, be admitted free.
It would be rather absurd that on galvanised
iron, which is so generally used for many
economical purposes, we should have to pay a
heavy duty, when other kinds of iron are ad-
mitted free.

MB. LEARE - I rise to a point of order. Is
the first part of the hon. marmber's motion in
order, seeing that it refers to a Bill which is
no; before the House?

THE SPEAKER: It is anticipating the de-
bate on the Tariff Bill. It did not strike me
before, when the hon. member consulted me
as to whether it would be out of order;j but I
think now, when my attention has been called
to it, that it would not be proper to proceed
with th at part of the motion which anticipates
discussion on- the Tariff Bill, as that Bill is
before the House. The bion. member will be
in order in proceeding with the second part
of his motion.

Mu. HARPER: In accordance with your
ruling, Sir, I will deal with the second part

[&SSEMBLY,] Duty upon A Ze and Stout.
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of the motion, relating to the excise duty en
ale and stoat. One of the alterations in the
Customs Tsiriff, two years ago, as hon. mem-
bers may recollect, was for giving a bonus to
local brewers, by increasing the duty on im-
ported ale and stout; and I believe the duty
hane proved so effectual that I run told the
importation has reached almost a vanish ing
point, The Government now propose, in their
Tariff Bill, to put sugar on the free list; there-
fore, I think it is only fair that the brewers
should contribute something to the revenue,
for the considerable benefit they will receive
from the abolition of the duty on that artkle. I
I therefore move the motion in its amended
form.

Ain. THflOSSELL~ :I rise with pleasure to
second the motion of the hon. member for
Beverley, but I wish it had gone a little fur-
ther. As to the first part of the motion, I
am not permitted to refer to that. With re-
gard to imposing an excise duty on ale and
stout, as proposed in the first part of the
motion, there can be no question that when
the Government bring in a Bill for the remis-
sion. of sugar duties, their object is to reduce
the cost of the necessaries 0d life, and net to
build up, or enhance, the very big profits of
the brewing interest. I feel sure that is so.
I think I na right in saying that 6d. a gallow
-on beer manufactured in the colony would
represent something like £410,000 per annum,
possibly more. It was estimated, when the
tariff question was before this House two
years ago, that an excise duty of Gd. a gallon
on ale and stout would increase the revenue
by £7,000 per anumt. I take it that the con-
sumption of beer has not decreased since
then, and possibly the same amount of duty,
with our increased population, would now
yield to the revenue much more than the
estimate of two years ago, and could hardly
be less than £10,000 a year. We may take it
that the brewing industry at the present time
is in a flourishing condition, and is very pro-
fitable, I shall feel great pleasure if the hon.
member can carry his motion, as I hope
that, by putting an excise duty on ale and
stouzt, proportionate duties in other directions
way bewiped out. I have greatpleasure in
seconding the motion.

DiR. A. FORREST :I rise to oppose this
motion. The hon. member for Northam says
breweries in the colony are in a very flourish-
ing condition and have made a lot of money.
1 deny the soft impeachment and any that the

leading brewery in the colony, that of the
Swan Brewery Company, lis never paid a di-
vidend, end may go on several years before it
does pay a dividend, on the large capital in-
vested in that business. If an excise ditty is
placed ou the colonial made article, we open
the door for a large introduction of English and
other beers to compete agaiet the local pro-
duct. The competition between breweries in
this colony and those outside is very keen, and
it is almost impossible for local breweries to
make a profit against any largeconcernin which
considerable capital has been invested. There
is, no doubt that the reduction of the sugar
duty will help brewers to a considerable ex-
tent, but to talk about an excise duty of 6d. a
gallon would be absurd. If we give the brewers
a small concession, in removing the duty
on sugar, that is no sufficient. reason, and this
is not the time, to put an excise duty on beer
locally manufactured. The time to put on a
duty would he when the colony required more
revenue. '[he colony does not Deed to in-
crease its revenue at present by additional
taxation, and I fail to see, therefore, that any
good would be done to the country. or to those
engaged in brewing, by imposing an
excise duty, even though the duty on
sugar is to -be taken off. That
part of the motion which cannot be discussed,
according to the Speaker's ruling, but which
the hon. member for Northern was trying to
get in by a little side wind, is one of rent im-
portance. I hope that at this stage of the
proceedings, the House not being quite
full, the question of placing an excise duty
on heer will be postponed, and that the boa.
member will not press his motion on this
occasion. The notice of this motion was put
on the business paper yesterday, and has
remacied members only this afternoon; so that
the members gene rally have not been made
aware, until arriving in the House, that this
discussion was coming on to-dlay. I hope,
therefore, as there is not a full attendance,
that the bon, membher, .beford asking for a di-
vision will consent to have the discussion post-
poned until Monday, so as to give bon. mnk-

hers and the people outside some notice of
what has been proposed in this House.

Ma., B. F. SHOLL: I think thaet if the discus-
sion were postponed, the hon. member for
West Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest) would be
no better off than if a division is taken to-
night.. Probably he would have a worse cbanc'
of getting a majority with him to defeat th'
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motion. In a newspaper report which I saw
recentIly, the Chairman of Directors of the
Stanley Brewery Co., informed the sharehold-
ers that during five years that brewery had
piad a dividend of lit. 6d.on the sbarespaid up
to los. Assuming that those shares were paid
up and not " loaded," and only 6s. subscribed,
then on that basis the total dividends
wtre equal to lie.6d. a share, besides, 1 be-
lieve, a considerable sum being placed to the
reserve fund. When the Tariff Bill was being
contsidered by a Select Committee, two years
ago, I think evidence was given by Mr. Hard-
wick, manager of the Swan Brewery Co., to
the effect that he would not object to certain
duties being taken off imported liquors, if an
excise duty were not placed on the Colonial
made article. I think that, it we take the
duty off sugar-and I am myself in favor of
its removal, though [ fear it will benefit only
the brewers, and possibly the confectioners-
it is only reasonable that we should put an
excise duty on local beer. Sugar is so cheap,
and so evenly distributed in its consumption
throughout the colony, that I think the dnty
is not felt by consumers, and yet it brings in a
very large revenue to the country. If believe
that those who would feel the greatest bene-
fit from the removal of thii duty would be the
shareholders of the breweries. This is clearly
shown by the fact that the value of shares
has increased, and the brewing companies are
now in a very good position indeed. The value
of shares has gone up, in some cases five-fold,
as compared with the value a few years ago ;
and, with our increasing population, the
quantity of beer locally brewed must be in-
creasing considerably. It is only reasonable
and fair that if we take the duty off sugar, we
should also place an excise duty on colonial
made beer.

MR. GEORGE:- Can I move an amendment
to the motion, by proposing to add some other
articles to it?

Tax SPEAKER: I do not think the hon.
mnember can do that.

Ma. GEORGE: I am asking for more pro-
tection than the motion proposes.

Tax SPEAKER: In order to place an excise
duty on beer, I may inform the hon, member,
the duty would have to be put into a separate
Bill; therefore I do not thinkc the hon. member
would be in order in proposing that certain
other articles be added to the same Bill. 1Ihis
motion is for the introduction of a measure
imposing an geise duty on beer.

Ma. HOOLEY: There is no amount of duty
mentioned in the motion. It has been Sug-
gested by meutbers that the excise duty in the
proposed Bill should be 6id, a gallon; but it it
amounted to that, I think it would be a great
injustice to impose such a duty on locally
brewed beer at the present time-

'SHE SPEAKER;- There is no amount men-
tioned in the motion.

Mun. HOOLiEY:- I think that colonial indus-
tries of any kind, into which people have put a
large amount of capital, should receive fair
play from mzembers of this House. To my
knowledge, the wealth of the breweries is
pretty considerable; but I am satisfied they
are not ma king very handsome profits on their
capital at the present time, though what they
may do later on, with a larger population, I
cannot Say.

Tits PREMER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest): I
seems to ine that this discussion is somewhat
premuature. It assumes as a fact that which
hits not yet occurred. The Customs Duties
Repeal Bill hase not been considered in this
Rouse yet, and it seems to me that any ad-
dition to that Bill, or to any new law, rendered
necessary in the opinion of some members.
should follow and not precede the Bill now
before the House. I have heard, and have
reason to believe, that one brewery company
in Perth has done very well, and I am glad t6
hear that it is so; but I know of a good many
brewery companies, in different parts of the
colony, that have not done very well. I think
the brewery company referred to by the bon.
member for the Gsascoyne is the only one that
has done well, for some reson or other. I
believe there is a brewery company at Gerald-
ton, bjut I have never heard that it is mcaking
a fortune. However, I think it is a, matter
we should rejoice in, when we find a local in-
dustry prospering, and not that we should
desire to interfere with it because it is pros-
pering. So Soon as an institution in this.
country begins to prosper, that is not the
time honorable members should rush in and
try to strangle it, by trying to make it
non-paying. At the same time, we want our
institutions and industries to flourih and pay
good dividends to the Shareholders who have
put their money into them. After the Customs
Duties Repeal Bill has passed, as I hope it
will, for the abolition of the duty on sugar
and other articles mentioned, that will be the
time, if necessary, to move in regard to the
matters. referred to in this motion. When that
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time comes I do Dot think I shall be in favour
of the motion, because I 'wish to encouirage
those who are doing well in the country. I do
not see that, because there is a. little spurt of
prosperity, there should be any necessity to
interfere with a local industry by trying to
make it unprofitable. For my own part;, I1
should like to see breweries all over the
country, so as may be necessary, for manufac-
turing a local product, rather than that our
people should spend their money in purchas-
ing articles imported from other countries. It
is generally admitted that this country should
be able to produce good beer, and I think we
want to encourage the brewing industry, and
many other industries besides, rather than to
interfere with them in the way proposed in
the motion. f will go with my bon, friend,
the member for Bflverley, to this extent:
that if there were a necessity for rais-
ing more revenue at present, and if
we were revising the whole tariff with
that object, we might thp-n consider this ques-
tion;i but, as far as the Government are con-
cerned, we do not intend to do that this session.
One object in the Bill which I introduced the
other day, is to reduce taxation to such an
extent as will not interfere very much with
the principles of the Customs Tariff; and I
would therefore advise the hon. member, if he
desires to go on with this motion, to postpone
it in any case0 until after the Customs Duties
Repeal Bill has been dealt with.

Mu. TLLINGWORTH : I disagree with the
bon. the Premier on that point, because I am
certain that the votes of a great number of
members in this House, on the question
whether the duty should be taken off sugar or
not, will be very materially influenced by the
decision on this question whether there shall be
an excise duty on locally brewed beer. I admit
that, if people will drink beer, they may as
well drink beer brewed in the colony rather
than imported beer; and ,as a protectionist, I
am prepared to give local beer the advantage
over the imported beer. The argument of the
hon. the Minister for Lends, last evening,
'was that to take the duty off sugar
would he a material help to a desir-
able industry-that is the manufacture of
jam. I felt a strong interest in that question,
and I believe great good will come to the
country in many ways if that industry can be
encouraged, because a very large quantity
of fruit trees--much larger than most, members
imagine - is being, and has been planted, in and

around the Perth district and throughout
the colony. It is certcin that, if the fruit and
jam-making industry is to pay as we desire it
should, some encouragement should be given
to it. That is the only reason why I should
be inclined to support the remission of the
sugar duty. The question of a free breakfast
table does not enter into this discussion.
I ask hon. members to bear in mind that, ac-
cording to a rough estimate which I have,
which is pretty accurate, and to which I call Elie
Treasurer's special attention, theP savinig to the
brewers which would result from the aboli-
tion of the duty on sugar, means a distinct pro-
fit of £7,000 or £8,000 per annumn. In this
motion the proposition is to give a small con-
cession to the people of the colony, ait the
same time that this House is giving a, conces-
sion to the brewers of £27,000 or £8,000 per
annum. I say, distinctly, that the question of
at free breakfast table is not the issue now
before us; and consequently I consider that
this is the time when the motion of the hen.
member for Beverley onght to be considered
and settled. If the Government have ay
desire to carry their proposed remission of
duties to the extent cf the abolition of the
sugar duty, they will act wisely by supporting
the hon. member for Beverley on this ques-
tion. Although I do not want to suggest the
amount of duty which it is proposed in this
motion to impose. I am satisfied that if thie
amount be taken at 6d. a galon on locally
brewed beer, it 'will not be larger than the
aa-iount of the concession which is to be given
to the brewers, through the Bill brought in
by the Governmien. This is simply a ques-
tion of equalising of the amount, for the pur-
pose of giving a concession in another direc-
tion. On the one band, there are duties on
imported beers ; on the other hand, the
remission of the duty on sugar will give a,
distinct privilege to the brewers of between
£7,000 and £8,000 a year; and this conces-
sion, I contend, it is not wise to give.

THE PaRMNnux It will make beer cheaper.
MB. ILLINGWORTHEE I am not anxious to

make beer chea'per Or stronger. If there is
one thing I pardon the publican for, it is put-
ting water into his drink-so long as he only
puts water into it. I say this is the tirne when
this question ought to be discussed, and I
must say the decision on this motion wilt mna-
terially aff ect my vote upon the further ques-
tion of the abolition of the dty on sugar,
when that question cmes up at another stage.
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My only object in rising now, is to urge on the
hon. member for Bleverley not to withdraw
his motion. but let it go to a vote, and then
we shall have some idea of thefeeling of the
House on this particular question.

Twa, How. W. E. MARIIION: The hon.
member is a little in error in saying the saving
to the brewers will be anything like £7,000 or
£28,000 ayear. The Blue Blook shows that the
whole amount of the duty on sugar for 1893
was £9,587.

Tnz Prsina About £13,000 in 1894.
TatE HoN. W. E. MARMION zI think

therefore, that £22,000 would be as much as
the renisasion of the duty on sugar would save
to the brewers at present. 'There is some-
thing in the suggestion made by the Premnier
that the c011siderationl kf this question might
very well stand over until after the discussion
ou the tariff, because if the duty now on sugar
is Dot taken off, the argument as to this pro-
posed excise duty being a proportionate con-
cession from the brewers to the people, would
be altogether removed. There will, no doubt,
be a saving to the brewers; but it is no argu-
ment to say, that if you save £1,000 to a6 man
In onec direction, you should fimpose £1,000 on
him in weotter direction.

TnR ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Ron. S.
Burt): By raising the question in this form,
to put an excise duty on beer, those
bon. members who do not desire this
excise duty will he careful to note
that the duty be not Liken off sugar, for
fear it should be put on beer. This kind of
proposal is nothing more than what I ex-
pected, as the result of attempting to protect
local industries. The doctrine of Protec-
tionists is, that they profess to succour and
iielp what are called infant industries; but
the practical working of the doctrine is, that
as soon as an infant industry begins towwalk,
they knock it down by making some adverse
change in the tariff. The bon. member for the
Murray believes in that doctrine, and when
addressing the electors recenrly, I believe he
wanted to protect a particular industry in
which they are interested. Well, we now see
that the first chance hon. members get to in-
terfere with an infant industry that is begin-
ning to walk in this colony-and that seldom
happens except in the case of a brewery, I
suppose--they all pounce down upon it like a
lot of hawks, and try to. strangle it, becase
they think somebody is making a little profit
out of it. Show me any industry you have

attempted to protect in this country, that is
making any headway at all, unless it be
breweries, which some hon. members think are
making too much headway. It must not
be forgotten that when the tariff was
re-arranged in 1893, this House tried
to protect the farmer by making the
brewer buy his barley grown in, the colony,
but whichilthefarmner cannot grow-he does not
grow as much as I could put in iny eye, and
has never got any to sell. That is one of the
fallacies involved in the theory of protection.
Since the tariff was re-arranged in 1893, the
brewers have had to pay 2d1. a bushel extra On
waiting barley. That duty, which was then
placed on the brewers was distinctly an addi-
tional charge, because they have to import
nearly all the rwating barley they use, not
being able to get it here. If at that time you
also put a duty on imported beer, to protect
the brewers, why should you now want to
pounce down on and strangle the brewery in-
dustry in this colony, directly it begins to
walkP Here we have a native industry that
we have been trying to encourage, and
we find that as soon as it begins to
walk, there is a cry of " down with it
-put an excise duty on it-smash it up."
Of course the teetotalers and Good Templar
men join in that cry. The hon. member for
Nannine seems to be under the impression that
the brewers use sugar for making beer, be-
cause he has heard of "sugar beer;" but the
local brewers do not wnake"1 sugar beer," and
the ordinary beer is not made from augur.
The bon. member has told us that £27,000 or
£8,000 a year is the amuount that will be saved
to the brewers by taking the duty off the
sugar they put into beer.

Ma. SurreoN: How much does your brewery
pay for sugar?

Tziz ATTZORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt): I would gladly give the figures. I
believe you will find that all the breweries in
the country did not pay as much as £2,000
last year for the duty on sugar, for the reason
that they do not make sugar beer; and hon.
members should be aware that ordinary beer
is not made from sugar. I did not think I
should be called upon to speak upon these
elementary matters; but when I find the hon.
member for iNannine, who does not himself
drink beer, has an idea, that beer is made from
sugar, it is only reasonable that I should put
him right on that matter. I am not saying,
however, that an excise duty on beer would not
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be a proper duty in itself ; but I do say, let the
breweries. have a chance of getting on their
legs, and of paying a dividend,

MP. SIMPSON: One pays 50 per cent. per
annum.

Tusc PauaSs: You are not in that.
Mna. SIMPvSON But you are.
THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.

Burt): Those who have got the 60 per cent.
must have been vendors or founders, and
I do not think the genuine shareholders
have got anything like 50 per cent. If
you start a brewery here, you cannot expect
to make anything like 50 per cent., at any rate
for some years. The time may come when we
Shall want an excise duty on beer, and possibly
we may want it in a year or two, if more
revenue is then required. We may also have
to put a duty on some other things. How
much duty does the hon. member for Nannine
pay on properties that are going up in value?
It would be a good thing. I fancy, to have a.
duty on mining shares, though I never had a
mining share that went uip. I am quite willing
to join with the hon. member for the Gas-
coyne in putting a duty on shares-say when
they arrive at a. certain amount; and then the
breweries and the mining industry will be on
the same footing. A shareholder in a gold
mine does nothing at oil-he toils not, neither
does he spin-but he simply sits down, end
when the shares are going up in value he
makes large profits. Therefore, he is more
legitimately an object for taxation than the
brewers. At this period, when we have
such a flourishing revenue, this is not the timeo
to impose a duty on locally brewed beer. it
wiUl have to come sooner or later, no deubt,
and may not be postponed more than a year or
two. It will require an Act in itself, and there
must be provision in that Act for the expenses
of collecting the tax, because you will have to
keep an eye on the brewers, and inspect their
premises. I suppose the hon. memrber put
into his4 motion, item No. 2 (excise duty un aile
and stout), hoping that, by getting through
item No. 1 (to place galvanized iron and ex-
plosives on the free list), he might be ahle also
to get through item No. 2; and no doubt he
had an idea that he would not be able to get
through No. 1 separately. I ask the bon.
member to postpone his motion for an excise
duty on ale and stout to another time-say
until next session.

MR. GEORGE - I did not intend to speak on
this matter, because beer has no particular in-

terest tor me. I cannot drink it, and if I do
it disagrees with me. But the Attorney-
General has thought fit to make some refer-
ence to the member for the Murray, and he
has also spoken with regard to the necessity of
correcting some members on elementary mat-
ters. Tbe Attorney-General represents a
squatting, and not a farming district, and
when he states that the farmers in this colony
cannot grow enough barley to put in his eye,
he must have a very large eye, or he would be
totally blinded, The district I have the
honor to represent can grow wuere barley than
the hon. gentleman, and the whole of the mem-
bers on his side of the House, can "put in
their eye," and if they wish to have all this
barley brought into Perth for the purpose of
malting, aud will give me the railway I have
asked for in the Murra~y district, I will under-
take that the farmers in my district alone, will
be able to supply more barley, and good bar-
'ey too, than all the brewers can use. Some
years ago, plenty ef barley was grown in that
district, and was carted distances of even
100 miles to a market. Some farmers in that
district are growing it at the present time,
and carting it very long- distances; hut most
of them have had to give up growing barley,
so as to grow a more valuable product and
bring it to market. When the Attorney-
General speaks on matters of that kind, I
Should he glad if he would speakr with more
exactness, or that be would confine his re-
marks to those matters which are really within
his knowledge. As to interferring with the
brewers, Ilam not a teetotaller, though I may
call myself a temperate man, but I believe no
country can prosper which has such a drink
Bill as there is in this Colony. If an excise
duty on ale and stout will aid temperance, by
causing the brewers to supply better beer to
compete with the imported article, then
I should be in favor of putting a duty On ale
and stout made in the colony. 1 am not aL
friend of either the publican or the brewer,
for I consider the drink traffic has caused a
great amount of sorrow throughout the whole
world, and is causing it now. Therefore I
should bie happy to support anything that can
be done to put a proper restriction on that
traffc.

Ma. CONNOR : I san afraid my friend, the
bon. member for West Kimberley, was rather
out of order in referring to Ithe Beer Sill be-
fore this Housewhen be suggested that the
House was not full.
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Ma. LEAKEr: One isr placed soinerrhat in a
difficulty, in speakring on a question of this
kind, when one has to follow experts in this
House. We have had the Attorney-General,
the hon. muember for the Murray, and the hon.
memiber for West Kimberley, speaking a ex-
ports ; but I suppose one must tackle the
question in the best way possible, and if I may
give my reason for supporting the hon. mem-
ber for Beverley in this motion : it is that I
assume, of course, that the Government will
carry their propose Is. They do generally carry
mostthings they bring forward. I think itwould
be so far fair to put an excise duty on ale and
stont made in the colony, because the benefit
which will accrue to the brewers from the re-
mission of the sugar duty will be out of pro-
portion to the benefit accruing to other con-
sumers of sugar in the colony-that is if we
take off the sugar duty. I do sincerely trust
the hon. member will net withdraw his
motion, but will force it, if necessary, to a6
division. I do not think it is a sound argu-
ment, advanced by the Attorney-General,
when he ays that this is an attempt to cripple
a rising industry which is just paying its way.
I say it is nothing of the kind, because we are
giving brewers compensating advantages; for
there is to he the ditty taken off sugar, and
ag-ainst that themo should be a duty put on
beer. I do not suppose that the ordinary
consumers of beer, such as the supporters of
the Government, will really he affected at all.
I hope some of my enthusiastic friends in this
House will have something to say about the
brewers' monopoly, before the Session is over;
and if you can do something in that line, by
having n "1shy " at them, you may do some
good by preventing the brewers from tying uip
all the public-houses and drinking places in
the colony. lhat is what does more harm
than anything else in the drinking line.

Mn&. HARPER: The flon. the Attorney-
General has tried to cant some ridicule upon
this motion. One of his arguments is that he.
desires to see the duty taken off sugar for the
benefit of brewers; and what the effect of that
would lie hos been pointed out by the hon.
member for Albany. The Attorney-General
also cast some slur on the farmers for not pro-
duciug barley to make mnalt; and this gives
me the opportunity of assuring him of the
very little confidence that, growers ol barley
have inbrewers. Some years age tbe brewers
offered seed to farmers for the production of
waiting barley, and entered into guarantees

that they would take all the barley which
these farmers could grow, during a certain
number of years, at a certain price. The re-
sult was that the farmers produced a. great
deal of barley, but when it was ready for
delivery the brewers said it was too much, ad
that they could buy imported barley at a
cheaper rate than the price which had been
agreed upon in the guarantee. After that ex-
perience, the brewers cannot expect the f armers
here to have much confidence in the assurances
of brewers. As to the amount of the excise
duty which should be put on beer, no one has
authority to say I suggested an excise duty of
6d. a gall on. I want simply to equalise
this duty in connection with the proposed re-
mission of the sugar duty. I cannot see any
hard terms in that, and I hope the House will
support my motion.

Motion put, that tha heat interests of this
nutry would be served, if the Government

were to introduce a measuie for imposing an
excise duty upon ale and stout made in the
colony, and division takien, with the following
result t
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Majority for
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Fr. Clarkson W r
fr. Cook worthy Mr.
r. Ceorge r
Fr. Itlinjgwortb Mr.
fr. Keep A)r.
Ir. Leake Mr
Er. Lefroy Ur
Fr. Moran Air.
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Fr. R. F. Sholl
fr. Simpson
Fr. Solomon
Fr. Throsasli
Fr. Trayleu
Lr. H'arper (Tedlere)
Question put and passed.
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Conner

John Furrest
* Helay
warmion
Richardson
Venn

*A. Forrest (Teller)

STANDARD TIME BILL.

Clause 1 :
Agreed to.
Clause 2.-Commencement. of Act
MR. LEAKE asked whether it was absolu-

tely necessary to postpone tbe coming into
operation of the Bill until the lot day of
January next. As the 1st of January was a
holiday, the change of time on that day maight
be inconvenient, in the railway service parti-
cularly, as all the clocks in the country would
he adrift. The new system having been mi.-
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ready a~dopted by the other Parliaments in
Australia, a long delay in this colony seemed
unnecessary.

Tux PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) ac-
cepted the bon. member's suggestion, and
thought the 1st of December would be more
suitable. He therefore moved, as an amend-
ment, that the words "1Janary" and " six,"
in line 2, be struck out, and the words " De-
cember" and "five" be inserted respectively
in lieu thereof.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clauses B aud 4: -

Agreed to.
Preamble and title:
Agreed to.
Bill reported, with an amendment.

UNIFORMS BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tat ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt), ink moving the second reading, aid:
This is a little Bill which the Secretary of
State for the Colonies has suggested to be
passed in this colony; as in other colonies, it
has been found that some persona in England
have been in the habit of sending military1
and naval uniforms to the colonies, for sale;
and consequently, an Act baa been passed by
the English Parliament, quoted in the margin
of this Bill (Imp, Act 57 and 58 Vict., c. 45),
which in practically to the same effect as this
Bill. It merely provides that naval and mili-
tary uniforms are not to be worn without
authority, and that naval and military uni-
form are not to be worn in such a manner-, or
under such circumstances as will belikely to
bring contempt upon them.

Bui read a eod timse.
Quion putd acnd passe.

IN COamiST'I11.

Clauses 1 to 7, inclusive:-
Agreed to.
MR. bRAKE ahked whether the Bill applied

to the wearing of consular uniforms without
authority.

THE ArFORZ4EY-GENEUAL (Rion. S,.
Burt) said it did not.

Preamble and title:
Agreed to.
Bill reported, without amendment.
Report adopted.
The House resumned.
At 6-24 p.m. the Speaker left the Chair.
At 7-30 pm. thxe Speaker resumad the chair.

EXCESS BILL, 1894.

SEcoVIn Rt4WNO.

THEc PREMIER (Eon. Sir J. Forrest): Sir,
in moving the second reading of this Bill, I
should like to make a very few observations
with regard to it. Hon. members, uo doubt,
feel as I do, that to ask for the approval of
this House to expenditure incurred during
the year ending over twelve months ago, is
not altogether what they would like.

Mn. LtAsF: Hear; Hlear. Excesses.
Thu PREB1ER (Ron, Sir J. Forrest): -,on.

members would prefer to deal with expendi-
ture that has just been incurred, but under
the system in force here now, I have no hesita-,
tion in saying that it is impossible to have the
Auditor-General's report placed upon the table
of this House during the session of Parliament
just following the end of the financial year.
Years ago our financial year ended on the Blat
of December, and Parliament mnet thou as it
does now sometime during winter, there were
always five or six months after the end of
the financial year, in which to prepadre the
Treasurer's statement, and receive the notes
of the Auditor-General in regard to the
accounts of the colony. That system was
convenient in some ways to the bon. members
of this House, but it had its disadvantages,
the estimates for the year were placed upon
the table several months before the end of the
financial year, and the Treasurer was under
this great disadvantage, he had not only to
estimate the revenue that was coming, -which
was several months-probably four months-
ahead, but he also had to estimate the revenue
be would receive from the year with which he
was then dealing, and because he did not know
what money he would receive from the date
of making the financial statement to the end
of the year. that arrangemeut was very dis-
advantageous, ad so it was altered. It was
considered it would be much better that the
financial atatei, ent of the Treasurer should
be given shortly after the end of the financial
year, when he knew exactly the revenue he
bad reived for the past year, and -was able
with some certainty to judge the revenue he
was likely to receive for t-he coming year.
That system was altered about eighteen
months ago, and the result is the Auditor-
General is very often not able to get the public

Iaccounts of the colony until three months
after tht; year has ended. J anyonaewilltLL'e
the trouble to look through this very valuable,
and vary complete statement compiled by the
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Under.Treaenrer. I think he must come to the
conclusion that it cannot be done in a very
short time. As matter of fact, the Audit
Act gives him three months to prepare
the information contained in the 131 pages
of the I Public Accounts of the Colony;~' it
then has to go to the Auditor- General, which
will carry it to about the end of September,
before it reaches him, end of course it would
take the Auditor-General a good while to go
through the whole of these accounts and make
his report to Parliament. I find he states in
the beginning of his report " even supposing
the Treasury had been able to furnish the
Annual Statements within the time prescribed
by Clause 38 of 11The Audit Act, 1891 "(i.e.
not later than three months after the end of
every financial year), it would have been a
most difficult, if not an impossible tank, for
this Department to have discharged its duty
in regard to the examination in detail of the
manifold transactions connected with the
Public Accounts in these days. all
of which must be finally disposed of
before it is possible to compile the Annual
Report for 'presentation to Parliament.. As
you are aware, Parliament met on the 25th
July, 1894, almost immediately after the close
of the Financia Year 1893-94, now under
review, and the prorogation took piece before
it was possible for this Department to collate
the required information to enable my Annual
Report to be prepared. If the Financial Year
terminated, as formerly, en the 31st Decem-
ber, instead of the 30th June, or if Parliament
met six months after its close, the Annual
Report would most certainly be in readiness
six months earlier than at piesent." That is
the reason why this Excess Bill was not sub-
mitted during last session for the confirmation
of this House. Those hion. members who have
been in the House some years, will recol-
leet, that in the first session after we
obtained Responsible Government, I submitted
to this House an Excess Bill, within a very
short time of the House first meeting, but this
'House by resolution refused to go on 'with the
Bill until they received the Auditor-General's
report. Of course the Auditor-General's re-
port could not be furnished while the House
was in session, and it has become the custom
since then to introduce a Bill, not in the
session immediately following the financial
year which this report relates to, but twelve
months after. I recognise folly the inconve-
nience, but I can see no remedy, unless we

change our financial year back to te 31st
of December, instead of the 30th June. 0f
course it would be quite possible for me in
a very few weeks to produce the Excess Bill
for 1894-5, that is for the year ending on the
30th of June lest, but there would not be the
Auditor-General's report for the information
of hion. members, and so I fear they would not
be in a position to deal with excesses or under-
drafts, as they would it they had this most
careful report, giving reasons for every excess,
supplied by the departments themselves, and

Icorrected if necessary by the Auditor-General,
giving full particulers of every single vote
upon the Estimates. 'The Treasurer is in a
position very soon after the end of the
flnucial year to give the information con-
tained in this Bill, that is the amounts of ex-
cesses on all items, but this House by reso-
lution-I think in 1891-would not deal with
the Bill, unless they had before them the
Auditor-General's report, end very wisely too,
for we should only have a lot of talk, and in-
formation would be asked for that it would

bveydifficult to supply readily. The
Huecertainly would not be in the position

it is to-night, having the Auditor-General's re-
port before it, giving reasons for all the ex-
cesses, an d for all the nnderdrafts. Ilan. mem-
bers will notice in this Bill there is an
excess over expenditure authorised by this
House of £42,631 3m. Il1d. I am glad to say
that although 'we have exceeded the authority
of this Reouse to that extent, we have not
exceeded the gross amount autborised, which

Iwas £64,154 Os. ad., leaving a sum of £11,622

16.4d expended, less then we were actually
authorized to expend. Of course it would be
much more satisfactory to us to come to this
House first, rather than ask authority for any
expenditure that has been wade without
Parliamentary approval, but I do not see how
that is possible under the circumstances.
The only thing now for the Government to do
is to mnimuise the auut as much as pos-
sible. T'he reason this amount is so large for
the year 1894, is on account of tbedevelopments

that have taken place in the colony, and new

expenditure that has been absolutely neces-
sary. When we get into committee on the
Bill, I will try to explain. to the best of my
knowledge any item of excess there is in it.
All I can now say is, while I regret very much
an excess of £42,531 3s. lid., I rejoice that
the noad erdrafts are more than the excesses. T

ican say there is every effort made by the
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Government not to exceed the votes of the
Legislature, but we have to take the respon-
sibility in all these excesses. We have to say
to ourselves, is it in the interests of the
colony, and being satisfied upon that, we take
the responsibility upon ourselves, and trust to
a generous Legislature to approve of the ex-
penditure. That course the Government have
found to be absolutely necessary, and after all
it is not very much-though it looks much-
considering the total amount of expenditure
for the year, and as I have said before, if we
have expended these amounts in excess of
votes, we have not expended a larger anmount
than the gross amount anthorised by the
Legislature. I beg to move the second read-
ing of the Bill.

Mn. R. F. SHOLL: I quite agree with the
hon. Ihe Premier. It is unsatisfactory that we
have now to consider an Excess Bill virtually
two years old.

TaRz PannrR - Not two years-one year.
Wit. R. F. SUOLL: It is nominally for last

year, but the excesses commenced over twelve
monthango and may have commenced two years
ago. I think I am probably correct in saying
some of the items are two years old.

Tar Pnnnxn: r do not think so.
MRn. It. F. SHOLL .There may he some, I

quite recognise there may be, and probably are,
certain items for which a vote had not been
provided by Parliament, not having been fore-
seen by the Government. and which consequ-
ently appear in an Excess Bill, indeed we must
expect an excess for the year, but there may be
underdrafts as well, and according to the
Audit Act these cannot be pat one against
the other. Every excess and every under-
draft has to be shown separately and I dbo
not think there is much in the argument of
the Government.

Tax PREMTEa:- We might have transferred
the lot if we bad liked, bat we did not do so.

Ma. B. F. SHOLL: I believe that is correct,
for this reason: works may be undertaken
for which Parliament has voted the money,
but I do not think there is much
in that for which to take credit. If Parlia-
ment votes money for any buildings, or for
the employment of civil servants, if those
civil servants ore not employed or those works
not constructed, I do not see where the
credit to the government comes in. I do Dot
intend to deal with the whole of the items in
this Excess Bill, but 1 do wish to say this: I
think it would be more convenient to hon.

members to have the Excess Bill earlier, even
if we had to do without the Audlitor-General's
report at the time. I say this now because I
was one of those who took part in doing away
with the former arrangement.

ThRnPanuma: You could get the particu-
lars of all excesses, with general remarks
upon them by the Auditor-General.

MR. R. F. SHOILL: That would be much.
more convenient than waiting for his report,
because he has to wait for the accounts to be
audited, and then it takes him some little
time to frame the excellent report which be
annually places before us. It would be more
convenient, ad we should know better what
we wore doing, if we could get the Excess Bill,
even without the formal report of the Auditor-
General. Hle might draw attention to any
particular item and attach any remarks that
might be of interest to hon. members, or
which he considered his duty to place before
them. Now, Sir, there are certain items in
this Bill upon which I certainly think Parlia-
ment should express an opinion, and protest
against. There is an item on page four, under
the heading of "Inspection of Stock," Gov-
ernment Veterinary Surgeon, 4250. Why did
net the Government come down and say they
were going to employ him for twelve months,
instead of informing us they were going to
employ him for six months.

'Pas Puanxa: That wasn the first six
months.

Ma. R. F. SHOL:; Yes of course, I rememn-
ber now, his appointment was made in con-
sequence of some representations made to the
Government, with regard to an outbreak of
disease down South. Still I believe he is
employed by the Government at the present
time, although only six months' salary was
voted, and I quite expect in another two
years time when we get the Excess Dill for
1805, we shall find he will still be drawing his
salary.

Ma. A. FORREST: He is inspeoting camels.
MR. R. F. S BOLL:- '['here is another item

that I take exception to, end I think it is a
matter the House should take exception to,
and that is with reference to gratuities given
to private people. I think before the Govern-
ment make a present of the funds of the coun-
'try to any private individual, they should
bring the matter forward here and obtan the
sanction of Parliament, On page 9 there is a
gratuity of £50) to a certain widow, and an-
other to another lady of 26, end another to
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a late ship captain of £250. I hope it will
not be thought I take exception to these
gratuities on private grounds, I do not take
the Merits of the cases into account at all. It
is possib~le that if these items had been
brought before Parliament they would have
been, sanctioned; all I contend for is that Par-
lianent hen a right to vote these amounts in
the Estimates. If these matters were allowed
to pass without challenge they might lead to
abuses in the future, and I think Parliament
should be careful, and keep in its own
hands the control of any expenditure
in the shape of gratuities, either for
servants of the Government or out-side
people. I notice there in an excess for
wuining, amounting to.£1603 19a. 3d., and if
hen, members will refer to the Auditor-
General's report, they will see that this is not
to be wondered at. I do not know whether
hon. members have read that report; but it
shows a very unsatisfactory state of thir.gs on
the goldfields, and I hope thinags are not in
the same state there now. There is a very
excellent report to the Auditor-General from
Mr. Percy L. Bussey, Audit Examiner, dealing
with certain affairs on the goldfields. In2
paragraph four, on page 151, he says, "I
could not obtain any satisfactory result fromt
my examination of this officer's accounts, the
only books at my disposal being a 'ri-pnted
ledger 'and a bank pans book, which 1 could
in no way reconcile. The bank pass book, in
showing a large surplus over amounts debited
in the ledger, clearly indicated that the latter
had not been faithfully kept. However, I
discovered that an amount of £24 8s, 44.,
receipts from Coolgardic bore, had not been
banked, and Mr-, upon being so informed,
handed his cheque in for the deficiency." He0
goes Onl to say -

-"Uponbeingqueistioned aeto thewheresabouts
of the statements supplied by caretakers when
handing in their cash, Mr. - stated ho in-
varxiably destroyed them after waking the
proper entries in his ledger. 'Mr. -, who is
in charge of the Coolgardie bore, also stated
that his cash books, holding receipts for money
paid to - had been taken from his tent.
This was very unsatisfactory, and prevented
me from making a proper examination of the
accounts.

" Under Mr. Jobson's direction, however, the
accounts are now kept in a very asfactory
manner, and the only suggestions I have to
make are that another cash poliunn be rualed
in the prsent cash book, so that moneys re-
ceived or sale of plant and forage. and credited
to construction, may be kept separate fromi
those credited to revenue, and tlint ledger
accounts be opened against persons h-.ving
monthly accounts, provided it ts thought ad.

visable to continue the present credit system
perhaps it would be better to abolish it, as I
believe difficulty is sometimes experienced in
collecting amounts owing.

" Before leaving this portion of my report,
I would draw your attention to the fact that
there is at present no Check on the t aretat era
at the different tanks and condensera, and it
seems to me it will be a difficult matter to
establish ones but in view of the largely in-
creasing revenue from this source, I think
some effort should be made to protect Govern-
ment interests in that direction.

Tax Wnne'e OFFIcE.
"I regret that I am compelled to report that

the accounts in this office are far fromn satis-
factory, anad action should at once be taken to
place matters on a firmer bazis. Mr. Finnerty
being away fromu Coolgardie, I did not see
him, but had a conversation with Mr. Gill, the
Registrar. He informed me that 'it won im-
possible to keep the accounts in a satisfactory
manner, with the present staff.' In view of
this you may be prepared to make some sug-
gestion on the subject; personally, I think the
matter a grave one, and, in view of the largely
increasing revenue in the district, an officer
properly qualified and well versed in the
Government methods of account keeping
should be stationed there.

-On counting the cash in the safe, I found
a suim of £694 10s., representing mining
revenue from the 1st to 14th January; this
money should have been banked daily, and
two (2) remittances should have been made to
Head Office). Where money is kept in a small
safe in a building of a temporary nature, such
as the one at Coolgardia, too much care cannot
be taken in this respect.

1On examiig the cash book, I discovered
that no revenue for the period between the 3rd
November and 3st of December had been re-
mitted to Perth till early in January, When arn
amount exceeding £8,000 had been f orwarde4 ;
this sum had been allowed to accumul ate with-
out an entry of any kind being made to su-
port it, and had not been banked, the resi1
being, when the Cash book was written up, a
surplus of £1,787 12s. 9d., appeared, ad which
at present cannot be explained. This amount,
less a cheque of £.120, drawn by one-
(which still remains in the safe, requiring en-
dorsement), has been placed to credit of a6
'Trust Account' in the name of the Warden.
Pencil entries appear in the cash book, pur-
porting to account for £737 14s. of the sur-
plus, being balance of purchase money on
town lots 197-200, Paid by J. Duff.

"A credit balance of £257 89. 8d. also ap-
pears on the revenue account at the Bankr,
which likewise cannot be explained, and makes
a total surplus of £22,045 is. 5d., which I would
sugget be forwarded to the Treasury at once,
where it may be held in suspense, or dealt with
as you may otherwise deem necessary; it cer-
Itainly should not be left at Coolgardie; and I
would point out, while on thiis matter, that if
officers are allowed to open 'TErust' or other
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accounts without instruction from or reference
to the Head Office, a hopeless state of confusion
wvill ensue, and revenue wvill be lying about in
all corners of the colony, within the knowledge
of no one but the officer who has collected
it.,,

THE PREIusER: That is all for this year and
does not refer to this Bill. You are dealing
with the accounts for the year just closed.

Mn. R. F. SHOLL: I am dealing now with
excesses.

THE FaEnin; You are out of it altogether,
there was a surplus of £2,000 at the bank,
which that refers to.

Ma. R. F. SHOLL: Now, Sir, I any this, that
whoever is responsible for that state of things,
it is a disgrace to the department. That any
ofiiert, be be Warden or anyone else, should be
allowed to open trust accounts, without get-
ting the permnission of the Government, is a
matter to be deplored. I cannot see how the
Government, or their officials, can Ikeep control
of th; revenue, if officers are allowed to place
the various amounts they receive in some
bank, unkno~ a to anyone. I hope the Go-
vernment will take steps to prevent a recur-
rence of such a state of things as that.

THE Panisms: They are all iright now.
Ms. R. F. SHOLL: I hope those gentlemen

who burnt their receipts and lost their books,
or had them stolen, are no longer in the Go-
vernmeent service.

THE Puuxrnn: They are not.
Ms. R. F. SHOLL, I do not propose to say

anything more on this question, beyond reit-
erating that it would be convenient if we could
get the unauthorized expenditure while Par-
liament is sitting. I notice that on several
occasions the Auditor-General applied for cer-
tain accounts, but could not get them until
some time in February, and yet the Audit
Act provides he should receive them by the
30th of September. The Act states they must
be forwarded within three months after the
close, of the financial year, and yet be states
that these accounts did not come into his hands
Until sme time in February. I know the
Premier is endeavouting to alter that for the
future, and if we can get the Excess Bill for
the year while Parliament is sitting, it will be
much more satisfactory than getting it at the
end of 12 months.

Motion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN CMtll

Clause 1-Excesses on votes.-
Agreed to.

Schedules:
Printing, £504 12s. Id.
MR. GEORGE, referring to the item " Extra

Labour, £439 19. 8d," wished to know how it
was possible for such an amsount to be made
up, when the Government employees were paid
every month. He thought the amount would
cover a very large amount of labour.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest), point-
ed out there was a permanent and provisional
staff at the Government printing office, for
which X1,000 had been voted for wages in the
year 1893-4, but that sums had been exceeded
by the amount then asked for, namely. £4.39
19s. 8d.

ME, GEORGE said he was not satisfied with
the explanation, and thought that an iacrease
of nearly fifty per cent, on a wage sheet was
unjustifiable.

THE PREMIER (lion. Sir 3. Forrest) ex-
2lained that the amount was art accusmulatiou
oxtending over twelve mouths.

MR. A. Foansrs said £4,000 had been voted
for the whole year, and even if that were in-
creased it would be found at the end of the
year they had spent more than had been
sanctioned by the House.

MR. GEORGE contended that the head of
any department who could not estimate a wage
sheet more approximately than that, was not
eqtual to his position.

THs PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
there was an underdraft of £721 Gs. 10d
There had been a thousand pounds; voted
for wages, and he supposed as, the year
went on, with the pressure of work from
Parliament and other sources, they ha had
to take on extra labour, and in consequence,
instead of asking say for £100 per month, they
asked for £120, and so before the end of the
year the amount of a thousandl pounds was
exhausted, and they had to be paid from ex-
cesse.

Defeames. Incidental Erpenses,. £789 18s. ld.
Ms. R. F. SHOLT, elicited the fact that the

item £144 lda. referred to the volunteer shoot-
ing party which had cme by invitation of the
Goveronet, and the amouent of £58 under
the " Central Board of HEaltb- was for an as-
sistat inspector.

Land Titles, £20 7s. lod.
ME. A. FORREST called the attention of

the Committee to the Auditor-Generls Report
page 165, which showed the item .0188 3s. ad.
under "Foreign Telegrams and Stationery"
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was for" imforseene'cpenditure on behalf of the
Survey Branch in the purchase of theodolites
and other expensive instruments."

Mnm. GEORGE objected to the perversion
of the English language, whereby the word
telegrams, was miade to include theodolites.

THr ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Ron. S.
Burt) painted out that in the survey branch
of the Lead Titles Office, there was an In-
specting Surveyor, whose duty it was to pass
the surveys made by other officers, aud it pro-
bably referred to that officer's work, but why
theodolites were included under telegrams he
could not say.

Geeertwwat Storekeeper, A] 09 14B. 7d.
Ma. GEORGE called attention to the item,

£46 Os. 5d., for pestages and telephone rent,
and asked that these items be kept separate
in future.

Mfiscellaneous, £4,401 14s. 2d.
Mit. ILLINGWORTH always looked with

suspicion upon the title " miscellaneous," and
as a good percentage of the whole amount
caine under that head, he hoped the Premier
would explain how it was.

Mu. R. F. SHOLL wanted an explanation
of the item £558 7s, lid.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he would find the explanation, on pae 167 of
the Auditor-General'is report, where it was
stated to be for printing, freight, revision and
colniletion of the Handbook of W. A.

Ma. R. F. SHOLL wanted to know who
compiled the book.

Tm E PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
hon. members would recollect that the book
had been published by Messrs. Sands and
McDougall, some year or two ago. It had been
written by Mr. F?. Hart and revised by himself
(the Premier). Hes had looked through
it to see that there was nothing in it he
objected to, and it had then been published
in London, where most of the edition-con-
sisting of 5,000 copies--had been left to be
distributed by the Agent-General. The auth-
ority for the book had been given by the
Governor-in-Council, because it was absolutely
necessary at that thee to have some work or,
the colony, as a large number of applications
had been made, both here and atjthe office of
the Agent.General, for books containing reli-
able information.

MaI SOLOMON called attention to the item
of "£X719 69- Id. for Crown Agents, Conimis-
sion on payment of interest" snd aisked for an
explanation.

Tar PREMITER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest) explain-
ed that the Crown Agents kept all the books
of the old loans, and paid the interest on them
as it became due. They also transacted all
business in connection with the conversion of
debenture bonds into inscribed stock; the
wish of the Governmnent had been to get rid
of all debenture bonds, and to convert them
into inscribed stock, and the Crown Agents
always did all the work ini connection with it.

Mn. GEORGE was assured that measures
had been taken to prevent any future defal.
cation, such as that of £325 UsB. 3d. to which
lie had called attention.

THE How. W. E. MARMION aked for in-
formation as to whether the Crown Agents
were absolutely necessary in the interests of
the colony, or by authority of any Statute,
and whether, if the business were transferred
from such agents, there would still have to be
comm ission paid to the Bank which did the
business ?

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
as far as he knew, if they transferred the
busine from these agents, some other insti-
tution would be required to act in their steed.
Since 1891 the Westminster Bank ha done
the business upon termns-he thought-of
about £500 per million.

Ma. JAMES wanted to know how long that
would Wat.

Tan, PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the system would last as long as the loans
lasted. Someone would have to do the business
seeing they could not possibly do it them-
selves.

Mak. MOSS wanted to know what rate of
commission was paid.

THEz PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he could not say, but if any member asked
the question in the llusa, the information
would be supplied.

Ma. LEAKE wished to know if the defalca.-
tions at the General Post-Office of £235 14s. 5d.
were not caused through defective book-keep-
ing, and was told they were.

MR. R. F. SHOLL called attention to the
items, gratuities of £50, £25, and £2250, and
thought they were such items as might well
have waited for 'an expression of opinion from
the House, a to their justice or otherwise; he
did not think it right that the Government
should give away the public funds.

Tir ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) pointed out that the item of £250 was
consequent upon doing away with the schoot~er
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Mea, whose captain could have claimed a
pension, but the Government thought it would
be more economical, and more satisfactory to
the country, to give a gratuity instead of the
retiring allowances which he could have
claimed under the Act.

Ala. ft. F. SHOLL Wanted to know how it
could be willed a gratuity, if the am was en-
titled to it.

Tax AT7TORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said under the Superannuation Act, the
Government were not legally obliged to pay
any man a pension ; themo were certain rates
laid down, and there was perhaps a moral
obligation, but the case uder discussion did
not come uder that division.

MR. B. F. SHOLL objected to the principle
involved, because it might be &ased, and a
Government which could give one person
£260, might be able to give another £10,000.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
they could do so, but they would have to come
to the House, and explain and take the conse-
quences. He explained the reason why that
particular amount did not appear in the
estimates. The Government had been looking
round to mee whether some other employment
could not be found for the man, seeing he
had served the country at good many years
before his office was abolished. He also ex-
plained the reasons for the two smaller
amounts.

Mn. KEEP called attention to the item
£9158 3s. 2d., charged for the travelling ex-
penses of Mr. Saville-Kent, which was charac-
ised by the Auditor - General as " heavy
charges,' and wished to know if the agree-
ment with that gentleman had terminated.

THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Eorrcst) re-
pied that the gentleman had been engaged
for two years, which had now expired, at a
salary of £1,800 year, together with his pas-
sage to the colony, and all his travelling ex-
penses while in the colony. He did not con-
sider the amount excessive for travelling
about the coast and other places.

Mn. R. F. SilOLL wanted to know what
amount had been voted.

THE PREiMIER. (Ron. Sir J. Forrest) did
not think there had been any amount voted
unless it were some £lsowhich included travel-
ling expenses up the coat, hebelieved Us, far
as Wyndhamn.

Lands and Surveys £4P,834 4s. 9d.
Mn. GEORGE sought an explanation of the

item : £2,859 Os. 2d. for surveys.

THEs COMMISSIONER op CROWN LANDS
(lion. A. R. Richardson) said the bulk of it
was for a very important expedition in con-
nection with a Government survey party, sent
out from Coolgardie to Dundlas, and on to
Esperanee Bay. The camp ond outfit was very
large and expensive.

lil. JAMES complained that at the time the
expedition was fitted out, them were very loud
complaints of favoritism against the leader of
it.

THEzCOMMISSIONEROF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. Rt. Richardson) said that alluded to
a different expedition altogether.

Mining: £1,603 19s. 3d.
Mn. GEORGE. in connection with the item

of £45 for the native assistant at Yilgarn, was
proceeding to discuss Coolgardie affairs when

AIR. MORAN rose to a point of order, as
the item did not refer to Coolgardie at all.

THE CHAIRMAN sustained the point of
order and said the hon. member for the Mur-
ray had been discussing Coolgardie. and not
Yilgarn.

Railways and Trarntvays: X7,8491 Is. 6d.

Ma. SOLOMON asked for explanations of
seven items-26 6aO. Id., £2905 8s. 3d.. £104
Its. 3d., £107 3s. 5d., £143 18s. 10d., £2240 9s.
Od., and £33 14e. 4d.

THE COMMISSIONER, OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Vean) endeavoured to satisfy the
enquiry by dealing with the earnings of the
railways compared to their expense.

Mn. SOLOMON said he wan not satisfied
and could not see why the heavy cost on account
of a washaway on the line, shouhld be connected
with a claim for goods destroyed in transit.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(lion. H. W. Vena) showed that when the vote
was taken by the Legislature, such items were
all included uder one general head.

Din. GEORGE wanted to know how the loss
was estimated.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Ron. u. W. Venn) replied that a percentage
was taken, as on all railways.

MR. GEORGE complained again of the per-
version of the English language in accounting
for the item £33 14s. 4d., and contended that
amounts should not be lumped together as
they bad been.

TnE COMILSSIONEJR OF RAILWAYS
I(Bon. H. W. Venn) said the hon. member,
needed to ditinguish between railway aceunts;
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and the A.-ditor-Genetal's report. In the rail-
way accounts the hon. member would
get every item separately. With regard
to damage and loss of goods in transit, the
Government did all they possibly conic!, but
could not do everything.

Works and Buildings. 25,747 5s. 44.
Ma. A. FORREST directed attention to the

item £967 16s. 1d., which. he presumed was the
balance of the contract for the new Govern-
ment Printing Office. That item had been
going from department to department for six
or eight months. The Attorney-Gene-ral had
recommended the Government to pay the
amount, said yet it had not been done. He
considered it was not the thing for the Govern-
ment of the colony to attempt to compromise
any acconnt; it should be paid in full, and at
once. The man had no recourse, they would
not allow him to go to law. The department
never gave the man material enough, because
theay had to aet it from London. He brought the
msatterbefore the House to show the way the
Public Works Department of the colony was
carried on. It appeared that no one had been
responsible for settling up with the man when
hie had finished his work.

Tim COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Vann) said if hon. members had
all the facts they wonid not blame the depart-
ment. The contractor complained, and it was
explained, as per terms of contract, that the
matter must be submitted to the Engineer-in-
Chief for arbitration. The contractor refused
absolutely to go to the Engineer-in-Chief, and
then went away from Perth for some months.
The Government always desired that accounts
shoulil be paid as soon an the work was done,
and the accounts certified.

Ma. LEAKFJ said, according to the hon.
member for West Kimberley, the Hon. the
Commissioner of Railways had refused to al-
low a man to go to law, but surely the Go-
vernment could not prevent him presenting a
petition of right P

Ma. MOSS said they could, for the Engineer-
in-Chief was supreme arbitrator, according to
specifications for Government contracts.

MR. A. FORREST said after the contractor
had tried all ways to get his money, after the
Commissioner had been advised both by the
Hon. the Premier, and the Hon. the Attorney-
General, that the man was entitled to it, etill
he was not paid, then he went to this great
authority the Engineer-in-Chiief, and he was
too busy to attend to him.

Tan ATTORNEY -GENERAL, (Hon.&8
Burt) said he had never advised the Commis-
sioner, or anyone else, in the matter.

31a A. FOR UEST said that the Attorney-
General's firm had done so.

Tar ATIORNfLY-GENEBtAL (lion. S.
Burt) said the Attorney-General had never
seen the claim, but lie knew tbat that parti-
cular claim had been dealt with by the Assist-
ant Engineer-in-Chief. The delay was the sole
fault of the contractor himself.

Ma. GEORGE said as the Attorney-General
and the Director of Pnblic Works had referred
to him in connection with contracts, he should
like to cay a few words. He was not afraid to
go before the Engineer-in-Chief to argue a
contract with him; ho had done so before.
He believed the Engineer-in-Chief tried to be
perfectly fair, and he believed the Commnis-
sioner of Railways tried, not only to be fair,
but to be absolutely just. Bat he submitted
that when the Engineer-in-Chief, by the con-
ditions of a, contract, was constituted the sole
arbitrator in questions of dispute arising in
connection with a contract-questions which.
perhaps, in the course of the contract had
been brought, before him by the Executive
authorities-he could hardly be considered As
an unbiassed arbitrator. He would als say
this(and he said it with the full weight of the
responsibility attached to it), that the specific.
conditions under whicb contractors laboured
in carrying out a contract under the Public
Works Department, were such that, if the con-
tractor was an honest man (unless he had a
big banking account at his back), were
likely to ruin him before the contract was
finished. If he was only partly an honest
man he might perhaps make money out of his
contract by sacrificing the remainder of his
honesty. With regard to the individual case
referred to by the hon. member for West Kim-
berley, he (Mr. George) knew that a, great in-
justice had been done; and there were
other contracts carried out in this city
under which the same injustice had been
worked. He wished to protest most strongly
against contracts being called for, and let,
under these conditions. Re did not think it
was the wish of the Director of Public Works
or of the Government, that small contractors
-in contracts involving only a few hundred
pounds--should have to sign contracts wiith
conditions attached to them which even the
trained And skilled engineers of the Govern-
ment had to go to the Engineer- in-Chief
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to have interpreted. The Director of
.Public Works said the Government were
always ready to pay their accounts. The fact
remained that they did not do so. It was a
matter of scandal that departmental accounts
were not paid more promptly. He himself
had had to wait for months, before he could
get a settlement of a small contract he had
carried out for the Public Works Department,
and it was only after worrying the department
and kicking upsa row, that he at last succeeded
in getting his money. He also wished to pro-
test against this department inviting tenders
for works, when the department had no money
to pay for them.

Roads and Bridges, £A,999 29. 6d.
Mn. SIMPSON asked for some explanation

as to the item " Mandurab Bridge,. £908 14e."
He said the estimated cost of this bridge was
£2,000, and they had had a solemn assurance
that the bridge would not cost more than this
amount; yet here was an excess of nearly
£1,000 upon an estimate of.£2,000.

Ties DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said that at the
time the Estimates were framed, and.£2,000
was put down for this bridge, the estimate had
not been submitted to the Works Department.
The gentleman who was then the member for
the district said that in his opinion £2,000
would be enough to build the bridge, and the
House was good enough to vote that amount,
but when a survey came to be made, and the
contract was let, it was found that the lowest
tender was very much in excess of this esti-
mate. The question then atrose, whether the
work should be undertaken at this extra cost,
or whether it should be left undone. The
bridge was a necessary work, and the Govern-
ment decided to proceed with it, feeling sure
that the extra, amount would be readily voted
by Parliament.

The other items wore agreed to, and the
Bill reported.

AGENT-GENERAL BILL.
5EC02WD READING.

TiE PREMIER (H1on. Sir J. Forrest): Sir,
in rising to move the second reading of this
Bill I do not propose to say very mnch. All
the colonies of Australia, and also Tasmania-
I am not quite sure about New Zealand,
though no doubt they have done the same-
have passed statutory regulations dealing
with the appointment and the tenure of office
of their Agents-General, and it seemsa to me it

would be advantageous that we also should
have an Act dealing with the subject. The
Bill deals with the appointment of the Agent-
General, his duties, and his salary, and it also
deals with his tenure of office. It provides
that the Agent-General shall not hold office
for longer than three years, but that he shall
be eligible for re-appointment. It also pro-
vides that no person appointed to the office
shall be entitled to any claim upon the Super-
annuation Act for compensation for loss of
office, or upon his retirement. I think that in
the interests of the office itself, as well as in
the interests of the country, it is desirable
that the Agent-General should be under some
Statute. Of course the tenure of office is a
very uncertain tenure at present, and I see no
reaon at all why, like the other colonies, we
should not have an Act regulating the
appointment, the duties, the saary, and the
tenure of office of our Agent-General. That
seema to be also the view taken by my friend,
the hon. member for the Gascoyne. who early
in the session gave notice of a motion in the
same direction, and I am glad to find myself
on this occasion in accord with the hen.
member. The Bill, however, was actually
drafted before the hon. member gave his notice
Of mnotion. I beg to Move its second reading.

Ma. RA.NDELL: I may say generally that I
am in accord with the Bill introduced by the
Government. I think it is only right that the
Agent-General should bu attached to some
department of the public service, and that his-
salary and tenure o. office should be regulated
by Statute. With regard to the salary which
the Bill provides is to be paid to the Agent-
General (£21,600), 1 do not think it will be
generally considered that the salary is exorbi-
taut, tLoughone hon. mnember didgivo notice of
his intention to usove that it should not exceed
£1,200 a year. I think we should enadeavour
to secure the best possible men for such a posi-
Lion, because it is of great importance to
the colony that we should be represented
in London by a, capable Agent-General I wish
muore particularly to draw attention to the 4th
clause, which provides that the occupant of
the office shall, at thu expiration of his term
of three years, be eligible fer re-appointment
I think it is very desirable that we should
always have an Agent-General who is in
touch with the colony, and who possesses
an intimate acquaintance with the require-
ments and circumstances of the colony, and it

I is a question to my mind, whether we ought to
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provide by Statute that an Agent-General
should be eligible for re-appointment. We
know that the position and circumstances of the
colony are changing every day ad, an agent
in London, alter an absence of some years-
however well he may be informed by those
whose duty it is to direct his operations, as to
these changing circumstances-is not likely
to be so closely in touch with the colony as
those who are on the spot. and thoroughly
oognisant of all that is passing. The last
three years have witnessed very great develop-
ments in the affairs of this colony, and, during
the next threse years we may possibly see even
greater developments. 'Therefore, I think
it is a matter of serious consideration for
members whether we should not, when we go
into committee on the Bill, move to strike out
this provision as to the eligibility of thekAgent-
General for re-appointment.

Ma. LEA XE: It is my intention to support
the second reading of this Bill, and my only
object in rising at the present moment is to
urge, with all the force I ca, the acceptance
of the suggestion made by the boo, member
for Perth. I do not know that the Govern-
ment can possibly urge any valid objection to
it. At any rat., it the matter has not oc-
canred to them, I ask the Ministry to consider
the suggestion. I am sure, if they will argue
it out amongst themselves, they will see there
is great force in the hon. member's proposal.

Ltus take, for instance,and, in saying what
I do, I do not wish to wake any observations
at all affecting anybody holding this position
- take for instance the present holder of the

office, lie has been Agent-General, I believe,
for five years.

THE FPREMIEa: Three years, in April last.
MR. T.EAKE: At any rto he is completely

out of touch with recent developments in this
colony. He left the colony before we began
to boom, and I am perfectly certain that
this gentleman cannot give that information
about the colony which he ought to be able to
give. If this office is held for three years. and
three years only, we shall then be certain to
have an Agent-General who will be in touch
(aw it is said) with all the current events and
progress of the colony. Moreover, there is
this advantage, that we may possibly have-
and in all possibility we should have- an ox-
Agent-General occupying a seat in this House,
and advising members of the methods and
the working, or the internal economy, of the
Agent-General's office. It would be of the

greatest possible advantage, I am sure, to
this colony that we should have such a person
here. There are gentlemen on the other side
of the House, who, I am sure, would be pre-
pared to accept this office, and, for the matter
of that, I dare say there are members on
this side of the House also, who would do
the same, and it really would be to our advan-
tage if we could have either somebody in
London who knows something about the
colony, or somebody in this House who
knows all aibout the Agent-General's
office. I think it is most undesirable that this
office should be filled for a long period by the
same person. Take one or two instances from
the other colonies. Representing New South
Wales and South Australia they have had
Agents-General who occupied their positions
for ten or twelve years. One gentleman grew
old and died in the service of his colony as its
Agent-General. Nowgreat and glorious as it
is to die for one's country, it is far bettor to
live for it. A man can, do more good for his
country, if he is an able man, when he is alive
than when he dies and leaves us to discuss his
aisabilities and virtues after he has gone. I
believe the Agent-General for New South
Wales has grown old in that office and,
nobody surely can deny that a gentleman
who has been seen so long in office must get
fossilised to a certain extent. The person
who occupies the office of Agent-General should
be active and energetic, as well as intelligent
and up to date, and have all the current events
of the colony he represonts at his fingers' ends.
There is another advantage in limiting
the tenure of office of an Agent-General. It
prevents anything like-what; shall I call it?
Well, for want of a milder word, I will call it
self-aggrandisemient, and all that sort of thing.
I would go so far as to say that the office should
not in any case be held for more than three
years; or, if the Government won't agree to
that, let it be held for five years, and no
longer. The Government should accept this
as a bona-fida suggestion from this side of the
House. and agree to it.

THE Paransa: We can deal with it in coin-
mittee.

THE HoN. W. E. MARMION: I do not think
that any other portion of this Bill, except
that relating to the salary and tenure
of office, calls for any remark. With re-
gard to the tenure of office, I do not think, if
the work is properly and satisfactorily per-
formed, anyone can complain about the pro-
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visions of the Bill. With reference to the
remarks of the bon. member for Perth and
the hon. member for Albany, there is possibly
something in their remarks Which mneibbers
may be in accord with; but I think there is
something also to be aid on the other side,
that requires consideiration. Both the hon.
members referred to, seem to be of opinion
that this appointment should not he held for
a longer term than three years. and that the
retiring occupant of the office should not be
eligible for re-appointment. I am not alto-
gether in accord with that view. It may be
that the gentleman whose term of office ha
expired, is the most eligible man we could
possibly have for the position. He may be a
first-class man in every respect, and, though
he way have resided out of the colony for a
few years, he may still retain a lively in-
terest in the colony, and be in touch with
it and able to advance our interests in the
mother country to a larger extent than,
ay other person available for the position at
the time. Surely it would be a pity that the
colony could not retain the services of such
a man, or that he should have to retire in
favour of somebody who was not half so good
a man. By leaving in the words "1shall be
eligible for re-appointment," no harm can
be done, it seems to me. If a man is worthy
of being re-appointed, and is the best men the
colony could have for the position, by all
means let us have the opportunity of re-
appointing him, if it is considered desirable to
do so. The hon. member for Ailbany alluded
to the present holder of the office, and alleged
that ho cannot possibly be in touch with the
colony now, or with the developments that
have taken place here during the last three or
four years. It is possible that may be the
case, but I would draw attention to this fact:
the developments and the events that have
taken place in this colony within the last three
or four years are quite exceptioal-I may say
phenomenal-and they are not likely to occur
again for years to come. No doubt the same
ratio of progress will be maintained, and
I hope surpassed, but 1 do not think it is likely
we shall he able say that so great a convulsion
or change has taken place within the same
time, f or many years to come, us has taken
place during the last three or four years.

Ma&. ILLINGWOBTH: T[le introduction
of this Bill by the Government is my mind a
step in the right direction. The suggestion
which has been made by my f rienjd the hen.

member for Perth has a good deal in it to
recom mend it; but I am~ not disposed to make
it an absolutely hard and fast condition by
putting it in this Bill, though I think that
generally speaking we should expect the Min-
istry to act upon the suggestion, and change
the Agent-General at least every three years.
Bat I hardly think it ought to be on the Stat-
ate book that under no circumstances should
the same person be eligible for re-appointment,
however suitable for the position he may be.
Another part of the Bill to which I desire to
call attention is the provision in Clause 3 which
irrevocably fixesthesalary attached to the office
at.2,00 Weare not a very numerous comm un-
ity at present-less than 100,000 people-and
it does seem to me that when we propose to pay
our Agent-General the same salary (so far as
my memory serves me) as is paid hy Victoria
and New South Wsles-(The PRsMIEa : No,
no.3-we are going into an extravagance which,
if not beyond our means, is unnecessary. We
are the smallest of the group so far as popula-
tion is concerned, yet it is set down in this
Bill as a hard and fast condition, that the
salary of the Agent-General, whoever he may
be, shall be £1,600. To my mind that is going
a little too far. If the wordinig is altered to
the effect that the salary shall " not exceed
£1,500." leaving it to the discretion of the
Government to fix the precise salary, I may be
disposed to accept it. But I do not think we
should fix it by tAtute at £1,500. There may
be cases in the future where the gentleman
appointed to the office 'nay be the holder of a
large penision, yet according to this Bill he
would also receive this .21,5W0 a; year.

Tuso Puznixau: No. no, he would not draw
his pension as well.

Maz. ILLINGWOBTH:. It has been aid
that it would be a good thing to have an ex-
Agent-General in this House. My idea is that
it would be better to have an er-Premier as
Agent-General. As soon as ever the exigen-
cies of this country admit of the present Pre-
mier vacating the seat he now occupies, and
the bion. gentleman is willing to accept the
position of Agent-General-

Tar Pnximra: Not yet a bit, I assure you.
ML. ILLINGWOZTH: Of course 1 do not

expect to live to see it. Still, whenever this
country can afford to dispense with our hen.
friend, the present Premier, and he should be
willing to accept the Agent-Generalship, I am
sure that with his great ability, his intimate
knowledge of the colony, his untiring energy,
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and his great force of character he could not
serve the country better than in that position.

MR. LEAKE:- Oh, we'll appoint him, right
enough.

MR. ILLINOWOETH: 'The hon. member
who says he is going to put the Ministry out
says he will appoint the Premier to this office.
I am sure that will be a very satisfactory ar-
rangemient. What I want to point out is this;
the Premier's predecessor in the office way not
have been worth more than £21,000 or
£1,200 a year, and we might want some
greater inducement to make the Premier

accept the position, therefore I think we should
leave a good margin, so that we may be able
to offer him £1,500. But I do not think we
should fix the salary in every case at that
figure; arid, when we go into committee, I
shall propose that the words " not exceeding"
41,500 be inserted.

Ma. TEROSSELL: One clause of this Hill
makes provision that whoever shall be ap-
pointed to the office of Agent-General shall
also be eligible for re-appointment and fixes
the tenure of the office at three years, so that
whoever occupies it shall not be removed from
office at the caprice of any Ministry that may
happen to be in power, though I notice that
he may be suspended or removed from office
by the Governor. I think it is very desirable
that the tenure and duration of the office
should be fixed by Statute, and I also think
that the provision as to re-appointment should
be retained in the Bill. It may be that the
retiring Agent-General is the most suitable
person for the position, and the best qualified
for it in every respect; and why should the
colony lose the services of such a maun? I
think that in appointig anyone to this office
care should be taken that he is a gentleman
of high social position, and fitted to represent
the colony worthily in the old country; also
that he possesses a thorough knowledge of the
colony and its requirements-such a man as
our respected Premier, for instance. We also
want a man of energy and of resource, who
will take every opportunity of keeping the
colony before the eyes of the British public at
home, and of pointing out the attractions and
openings it offers to those who may be seeking
new homes for themselves and their families.
In the rural districts of England, in these
days of agricultural. depression, there are
many who are looking for new homes, and, if
the attractions offered by this colony to men
of that class were brought to their notice, wre

would probably receive an accession of immi-
grants of the very class which the colony re-
quires.

Motion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

POST OFFICE' SAVING;S BANK INTSEST
BILL.

SECOND RAssiNa.

Tus PREMIE (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Sir,
-1 beg to move the second reading of a Bill
entitled -"an Act to regulate the interest
payable to depositors in thea Post Office Savings
Bank." The object of the Bill is this : instead
of having the interest on the deposits fixed as
at present by law, it is proposed that it shall
be adjusted from time to time by the Governor-
in-Council. The interest at present payable
to depositors, as fixed by Statute, is 8* per
cent. ; and the Government are of opinion that
the rate is, under existing circumistances, too
high. In the case of the investment of the
money on mortgage, the Government of course
are able to get 6 per cent. for it, but a great
deal of thismoacydoes not realise anything like
that, and there is a difficulty in making use of
it, and leaving a margin of profit for working
expenses. The amount of the Bank's deposits
I am glad to say, is gradually increasing,
showing that the colony is progressing, and
that the people are thrifty. Of course the
Post Office Savings Bank is a very safe place
for depositors to place their money in, with the
security of the colony for its safety, and the
result is, that in the present condition of the
money market, we find we cannot invest this
money in a way that will yield to the
Government as high a rate of interest
as we are paying the depositors. In all the
other colonies, I believe, the rate of interest is
varied from time to time, and not fixed by
Statute, and I do not think there is another
colony that pays anything like 8* per cent. on
the money deposited. The second clause of
the Bill provides that the words in the section
of the Act which fix the rate of interest at
£23 159. pe centnnm per annum, shall be re-
pealed, and that in lien thereof, the rate shall
be fixed from time to time by the Governor-in-
Council, and notified in the Gorernrnenl Gaz-ette.
That is the whole scope of the Bill, and I
think it is a reasonable enactment, and one
that will work well. When money is scarce
and deposits are required, the rate of interest
will be higher; and, on she other hand, when
mioney is plentiful and not easily invested, the
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Government will lower the rate. That is as it
should be. I am sure no one desires that we
phould lose money by the transactions of this
post Office Savings Bank. The institution is
a, great convyeniepeea to many peopig. It gives
them absolute security for their deposits, and
they have the interests on those deposits
paid regularly, or it is added to their deposits;
and no doubt it is a very useful institution.
At the same time the Government should naot
be expected to pay for the depositors'
money, a6 higher rate of ipterest than
the Government themselves can obtain
for the money they receive. At the present
moment the colony does not actually lose
by this Bank, but the margin is very small,
and we Are informed that the rate of interest
,we have been in the habit of receiving from
local institutions cannot be continued. In
fact it has to be lowered, and the Government
will then get less for their muoney. In these cir-
cumstances, I think it is only reasonable that
the rate of interest we have to pay deposi-
tors should also he lowered. In any case it
will be a matter for the Executive Council to
adjust and deal with,instead of being fixed by
Statute as at present.

MR.GEORGE:If I sam inorder, I beg to
move that this Bill be read a second time this
day six months. I gunsurprised that the Pre-
mier, who has boasted (and no doubt
honestly believes) that the people Of the
colony are well clothed enpd well fed,
should by this Bil seek to deprive them of
that encourageineatto thrift whichi the Sayings
Bank at present offers to them. We all re-
mem ber the wave of commercial depression
anud the financial crisis that thiese Colonies
passed through, some two years ago, pad that
many persons suffered severely through the
Bank (ares which occurred at that time. The
Post Office Savings Bank in those days afford-
ed to a great number of people the means of
obtaining money to keep their houses going,
when all other means had failed. Their little
capital, or their great capital, as the ease might
be, being locked up in those institptions that
went down in the crash, they would have be-
aome objects of charity if they bad not had a
little money in the Savings Bank to provide
meat and bread focv their failies.

Tar Pnmsa: What is te point in that?
Ms. GEORGE: I am going to give you the

lpoint directly. When the Premier boasts, and
rightly bosts, that the revenue of the colony is
increasing by, leaps M14 bonds, I do wot think

he ought to adopt this cheese-paring polity in
dealig with the rate of interest paid to those
whose little savings are deposited in this Post
Oflice Savkigg Bank. They are mostly persons
of small means, and their money is saved in
ismall items, after a good deal of pinching and
contriving ; and I think it is unworthy of 06
colony whose revenue is increasing in all direc-
tions, to adopt a zheese-paring policy like this.

THE Pzasgis: -'This is simply a business uin-
dertaking.

Mai. GEOROE :Yes, I am looking at it on
business principles. The object of these insti-
tutions is to encourage thrift amongst the
poorer classes of the community, and at present
they offer every encouragemeno to these people
to save a little money and to put it by for a
rainy-day. But, take away the inducements now
offened to people to place their money in
these Savings Banks, by reducing the rate of
interest, and you at once strike a blow at
those frugal and thrifty habits which it ought
to be our aim) to enconrnge. These Savings
Banks are looked upon as amongst the safest
institutions of the country. I say it is5u
worthy of a colony whose revenue is in~ly
derived from its working classes, and when
the public Treasury is Overflowing, to Adopt
tis policy of cheese-paring, just for the sake
of saving 6s. or l0s. per cent, on the money de-
posited in time Post Office Savings Bank, I
remoember that in Victoria, some yeaxs ago,
when the aaks there reduced their rate of
interest on fixed deposits, many people with-
drew their money and invested it in specula-
tiops, which unfortuately turned out die-
strously; and, wthen this Bill becomes law,
the Premier will find thlat a large amount of
the deposits in the - Savings Bank will
be with rawn, for the same reason, and
put into circulation in some other chan-
nel- Probably the answer to that
will he " So much the much the better for the
country." But I do not think it is wise to
encourage a spirit of mad speculation in this
colony, to take the place of that spirit of thrift9
which these institutions are intended To foster.
For this reason I hope the House will support
me in moving as an amnendment, that this Bill
be read a second time this day six months-

Mu.R. F. SHOLL formally seconded the
amendment.

Ma. MORAN: It appears to me theme is a
little that is illogical in the speech of the
hon. member for the Murray. He says that
the people of this colony, and rightly so, look
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upon the Savings Bank as one of the safest
institutions in the country. No doubt it
is. But if it is to continue to be so, it
must be conducted on safe principles. I fail to
gee where the hon. memnbers business prin-
ciples come in, when he wants the Government
to pay a higher rate of interest to the de-
positors in the Banks, than they (the Govern-
ment) can themselves get for the money. It
seems to me that the action of the
Government in endeavouring to regulate the
rate of interest so as to leave them a small
margin of profit, so that this Savings Bank may
be run ivithoutany loss to the country, is bhued
upon the soundest principles of finance. The
argument that these institutions afford the
safest security which people who wish to save
moaney can have, is an argument in favour of
their paying a lower rate of interest than in-
stitutions where the riskoare greater. I would
not be one that would advocate any measure
which would in any way depreciate the profits
of a elmsof people for whom I have a great
deal of sympathy, namely the poorer classes.
I do not wish, like sonme hon members of this
House, to arrogate to myself the title of the
"working man's friend," but when anything
really affecting the interests of that class comes
before the House. it will have my cordial sup-
port. At the same time I think the action of
the Governmenc on this occasion, is one which
I believe, will meet with the approval of every
sensible Man, and even of depositors them-
selves, if they want to see this Bankcondacted
on safe and Bound principles.

Tun COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Ron. A. Ft. Richardson): I only wish to point
out that the argument of the hen, member for
the Murray (Mr. George) seems to me to re-
duce itself to an argument in favour of a State
Bank. If he is in favour of the Savings Bank
paying such a rate of interest as to enable it
to successfully compete with other banking
institutions, and drive them out of the field,
the Savings Bank would virtually become a
State Bank.

MR. JAMES: It seem to me a very serious
question whether we should not endeavour to
increase the number of depositors in the
Savings Banik even at some loss to the
country, though I recognise that there
is much to be said in support of the
main principle of the Bill. There is, no
doubt, a difficulty in successfully working in-
stitutiona of this kind, if you are confined to a
fired scale of interest, when we know that in.

terest fluctuates so much, and, recently, hee
been going down so much. The danger I see
in allowing the rate of interest to be fixed by
the Government is this: if a Ministry with
Conservative tendencies is in office-and we
know that popular institutions such as the
Savings Bank are not viewed with much favour
by Conservatives-is there not a danger that
they may fix the rate of interest so low, that
there would be no encouragement to people to
make use of these institutions? On the other
hand, if a Liberal Ministry happens to be in
power, is there not an equal danger that they
may fix the rate so high that the ordinary
financial institutions of tho country will not
be able to compete with this Savings Bank P
I think there should be some maximum and
mninimium rate of interest fixed in the Bill,
which would prevent either of the evils I
have suggested arising. If that provision is
made, I shall have much pleasure in support-
ing the Bill, bemause I recognise there must
be some machinery for the graduation of the
rate of interest, in proportion to the ruling
rate of interest paid by other institutions, for
the time being.

MB. A. FORREST: I think anyone who has
watched and noticed what has been going on
in this colony of late, in financial circles, must
know that the Savings Hank is not in a posi-
tion to pay the present high rate of interest.
if it could afford to do-so, and pay 0j per
cent., it would soon monopolis all the fixed
deposits in this colony; and what is the Gov-
ervinent going to do with the money when it
gets it, to enable them to pay that rate of
interest? They must become the one great
lending institution of the colony. I do not
think anyone wishes to see the Savings Bank
cming into competition withotherfinancial in.
stitutions, for the purpose of lendingout money.
At the present time the leading Bank in the
colony, and in London-the Union Bank-has
reduced its rate of interest on fixed deposits
to 3j per cent. The manager of the Bank
told me so to-day.

Me. RsRPELL: That is not the leading bank,
is it?

Ma. A. FORREST: I think it is the leading
bank in this Colony. at MnY rate. What mill
be the result? People who have fixed deposits
there, will transfer them to the Savings Bank
in order to get 3j per cent., which is the pre.
sent rate of interest. I have wondered
for a long time how the Government
could go on paying St per cent., when they
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were lending the money to another institution
at 4 per cent., leaving only I per cent to cover
the cost of working this Savings Bank. Now
the institution that has been allowing them 4
per cent, will not, I understand, continue any
longer to pay that rate of interest. I do not
like, myself, to see the people hoarding up
their money in the Savings Bank, when there
are so many other things they can do with
their money in a new country like this. It
would be better if they invested it in loud,
and made some good use of the land, thus bene-
fiting themselves and the country.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest): I
should like to say a word or two in answer to
what has fallen from the hon. member for the
Murray. I do not think it was ever intended
by the Legislature that the Savings Bank
should be run at the expense of the g~teral
taxpayer, which it must comne to if it is run at
a loss. We must deal with this matter as a
business mattejr, and not as a matter of senti-
ment. We want to mnake this bank pay its
way, as well as to serve a useful purpose in
encouraging thrift amongst the community.
We simply wish to have power to adjust the
rate of interest, according to circumstances.
If the Government are found to be making too
much money out of this Savings Back,
I dare may membeis will look after that.
The returns will show the receipts
and the expenditure ; and if the
receipts are unduly inflated, in comparison
with the expenditure, it will be clear enough
that the Government are making money out
of it. and payingtoo little interest to the depo-.
sitors for the use of their deposits. Of course
we are always very glad to listen to any new
member when he addresses the Hous,but the
hon. member for the Murray seems to me to
want to monopolis all the talk, and, if he goes
on as he does now, he will Soon tire us. We
can't stand too much of it. Other members
want some little time in which to place their
views before the House.

The amendment-that the Bill be read a
send time that day six months-having been
negatived on the voices, the original motion
was put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House at 10.40 p.m. adjourned until
Monday, July 8th.

Mon day, 8th July, 1895

Petition: Customs Repeal Bill-Ne,,Systemt of keep-
ing Admance Acmounts-4mendmmznt of Lhnd
Reg#ulationsreLasingof Jarrak )brests-Car.
tingye of Eapiosives and Ammnnnilion to ANorthern
Porte-Unifon.s BUIl : third reading-Ezeess
Bill, l89S'4 : third reading-A ge,,tGeneral
Bill: in committee-A djournm ent.

"THE SPEAKERt took the chair at 7.30 p.m.

PRAYERS.
PETITION re CUSTOMS REPEAL BILL.
Tns lies. W. E. MARMION presented a

Petition from the Fremaantle Chamber of
Commerce, praying that the Customs Duties
Repeal Bill should not come into force for the
term of six months from date.

Petition received and read.
Ordered-That the Petition be taken into

consideration when the House is in Committee
upon " The Customs Duties Repeal Bill."

NEW SYSTEM OF KEEPING ADVANCE
ACCOUNTS.

ME. GEORGE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier,-

1. Whether the new system of keeping the
Advance Accounts, referred to on pages 146-149
of the Auditor-General's Report, was working
satisfactorily.

2. Whether he considered that the Auditor.
General's requirements in this respect would
now be fully and satisfactorily complied with.

Tun PREMIER (Hon.Sir J. Forrest) replied.
as follows:-

1. The system referred to has, not been
working long enough to express a decided
opinion upon it. There is every reason to be-
lieve it wvill work satisfactorily.

2. It is believed So, but, if not, the Auditor-
General will bring the matter under notice.

THE LAND REGULATIONS re LEASINU
THE JARRAR FORESTS.

Ma. A. FORRESTmovedinwacordance with
notice,." That in the opinion of this House the
Government should introduce a Bill to amnd
the Land Regulations, in the direction of
special Legislation as to the leasing of jarrah
forests." The bon. member said: In moving
the motion standing in my name, IThave toaEd.
dress the H3ouselfor a short time, with a view of
asking the Government whether there is any
intention to introduce, during this session of
Parliament. any legislation having for its
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